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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claims 5-25 and 27 are objected ,o under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper 
form because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from any ott,er multiple 
dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01(n). Claims 5-7, 9-15, 17-22, 24 and 27 are 
improper multiple dependent claims. Claims 8, 16, 23 and 25 depend upon the above 
stated improper multiple dependent claims and are objected to as such. Accordingly, 
the claims have not been further treated on the merits. 

C/aim Rejections ■ 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

Claims 26 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite in that it fails to point out what is included or excluded by the claim language. 
This claim is an omnibus type claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

by another who has fulfilled the repuiremenis of dSSI , f',?,"'' "T"" '^rnational applicalion 
title before the ihvantlon .hereof by^h7app,'L„' f^pS *' °' ""^ 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Busetti et 
al. (WO 98/32426). Busetti et al. teaches a multiparticulate formulation comprising a 
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core o, a o. «s p.a^ca,, accep.a.e salt 3U« a poV.e.o coa«„, 

ad.ln..a«on ..e formulation and the release oU.e drug wVo o, at leas. 4-9 hours 
but the lag ,ln.e .ay be longer or shorter In certain cases (Col. 1 1 , lines 1-10) BusettI ' 
e. al. teaches that the drug .ay be a wide variety of drugs hut spec.oally the drug .ay 
be a beta-blocker such as bisoprolol fumarate (Col. 6, lines 8-11). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following Is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for al, 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

he prior art are such that the subject tSer as a^S^t Ihe subject matter sought to be patented and 
PateS ,r to a person hal™„"diw sSt tte a« .^""tT" """""^ "he 
Patentability shall no, be negatived byle manr: S fheltfon Xas'Tde' 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Busetti et al. The teachings of BusettI et al. are discussed above. 

Buseni e, al. does not specifically teach a lag period of at leas, three hours hut 

(Col. 1 1 , lines 1-10). Busetti e, al. also does not specifically teach bisoprolo, 
-m^umarate as the drug hut does teach bisoprolol fumarate as an acceptable drug for 
the formulation. 

ordinary sKil, in the art to adjust the lag time period of the release of the drug ,„ .™ 
-her by increasing or decreasing the lag period to achieve the similar results It also 
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he.i Wa.e as .he dru, . ..e for^latlon .eing ..a. Bose« e. al. .au,.t spec.caN, 
b.op.0,0, funarate bu, a,so .ha. .he reference .augh. a w.e varle.y o, accep.ah,e d™,s 
for the formulation. 

Therefore, .he inven.ion as a whole would have been pr,n,a fecle obvious ,o or,e 
Of ordinary skill in .he ar. at the .ime .he invention was made. 

Any ,n,u,ry concerning this communication or earlier communica.ions from .he 
exam,ner should be direCed .o Robert M. Joynes whose .eiephone number is (703) 
308-8869. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday .hrough Friday 8 30 - 
5:00. 

If attemp.s to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the exan^iner's 
supen,isor, Thurman K. Page can be reached on (703) 308-2927. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
305-3592 for regular communications and (703) 305-3592 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a genera, nature or relating .o .he s.a.us of .his application or 

proceeding should be directed to the recep.lonis. whose .elephone number is (703) 308- 
1235. 
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